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on climate change



Hello 

In 2019 the States Assembly 
(Jersey’s Parliament) declared 
a climate emergency and asked 
the Government to write a Carbon 
Neutral Strategy. This strategy 
asked for a Citizens’ Assembly on 
climate change to be set up.

What is carbon neutral?  

The most important part of being carbon neutral is reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions as much as possible.  

Any remaining emissions that are produced on the Island (plus 
those that are produced in the electricity we use) that cannot be 
reduced, must then be balanced or offset against any activity that 
absorbs or reduces global emissions to make them equal. 

 Aiming to be 
Carbon Neutral

We are already seeing that our 
climate is changing and this will have 
impacts on all our lives. Jersey needs 
to respond to the

 global climate 
emergency.

Carbon neutral is
reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions as 
much as possible...

...and buying offsets 
to balance what 
cannot be reduced.
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The Citizens’ 
Assembly 

The Citizens’ Assembly was a group of 45 
people of different ages, different genders, 
different backgrounds and places across 
Jersey with different views on climate 
change.

How were they chosen? 
9,000 households were randomly sent an 
invitation to be on the Citizens’ Assembly. Anyone 
aged 16 or over, who lived at the address who 
was eligible to vote could apply to take part. They 
didn’t have to have any qualification or skills 
linked to climate change. 

From those who chose to register, there was a 
further random selection process to come up with 
the final group of 45 people. 

At the end of these sessions, the group were asked 
to: 

 ● vote on the date Jersey should be carbon neutral
 ● work together and come up with 
recommendations on how to be carbon neutral 

 ● decide which recommendations to focus on first. 

The group voted for 

2030 
as the date that 

Jersey should be 
carbon neutral.

The group took part in 15 virtual meetings between March 
and May 2021. There was an introduction to climate 
change and the issues facing Jersey.  They talked to 
experts, read information and took part in discussions.  

As a group they came up with ideas and considered 
the costs and implications so they could make 
recommendations.

The focus was on the two biggest sources of the 
Island’s greenhouse gases: 

 ● transport 
 ● heating, cooling and cooking. 

How were they involved? 
The role of the Citizens’ Assembly was 
to make recommendations to the States 
Assembly that answered the question: 

 ‘How should we work together to 
become carbon neutral?’ 
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Public transport
Decarbonise the current public transport in Jersey by 
2025, as well as making it more accessible and affordable, 
so that more people use public transport as their primary 
mode of transportation on the Island. 

The Recommendations
To reduce the emissions produced by transport they decided to focus on:

Cycling and walking
Encourage walking and cycling by making Jersey a safe 
and enjoyable environment for cyclists and pedestrians 
through investment in infrastructure and education. We 
want legislation to ensure a walking and cycling first 
transport model. 

Fair transition
An immediate and just transition to low-carbon transport 
by 2030 that ensures financial support for both low-income 
households and small businesses.
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Fossil fuel vehicles

Jersey will achieve a phased transition to (all) green 
transport, with no new registration of fossil fuel vehicles after 
2025.

Private cars
Phase out fossil-fuelled private cars and reduce overall car 
use through the provision of safe, convenient, affordable 
alternative modes of transport for all.

Reducing demand for travel
A change in mindset and culture causing a reduction in the 
demand for travel particularly commuting, car usage, air 
travel and freight.

New technologies
The Government should introduce and financially support 
currently available new carbon reduction technologies for 
all modes of transport immediately. All Jersey appropriate 
future transport carbon reduction technologies should also 
be introduced immediately as they become viable.
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Building standards and planning law
Ensure Building Standards and Planning Law specify 
carbon neutral standards for all buildings by 2023.

To reduce the emissions produced by heating, cooling and cooking they decided to focus on:

Retrofitting residential buildings
Government to develop a strategy for retrofitting of 
residential buildings to ensure optimal energy efficiency 
and share their recommendations with Islanders by the 
end of 2022. This will include financial options, education 
programmes and incentive schemes, prior to enforcement 
commencing in 2030.  

Energy
Appointing a Minister for Energy as soon as possible but no 
later than 2022 (when new Government is installed), advised 
by an independent expert panel, to take overall responsibility 
for the transition to becoming zero-carbon by 2045 or 
sooner and with biofuels having a temporary role until we 
can achieve this with the help of a variety of local renewable 
energy sources.
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Rental properties
Reduce carbon emissions from rental properties, both 
residential and commercial, by implementing a system of 
Energy Performance Certificates by the 1st of January 2025.

Government and business owned properties
All new and existing government and commercial properties to 
become carbon neutral by 2030, with the government leading 
the way immediately through the introduction of legislation, 
standards and practical assistance. 

Making change happen
To educate and support Jersey consumers and Island 
suppliers to transition to carbon neutral ways of studying, 
living and working so Jersey and its environment are 
protected and improved by 2030. 

Community initiatives

Government to enable and empower communities to 
become carbon neutral by creating policy and funding 
frameworks for communal power generation and energy 
efficiency measures related to heating, cooling and cooking. 
This will be underpinned by an Island-wide feasibility study 
and energy audits.
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What happens next? 
 

All these recommendations have been given to the:

 ● Government of Jersey. They will carefully 
consider the recommendations and work 
out the steps needed to take Jersey’s Carbon 
Neutral plans forward. This will be published 
in the Carbon Neutral Roadmap and people 
across Jersey will be able to have their say on it 
before it is debated by the States Assembly. 

 ● States Assembly. States Members will have 
an initial debate on the Citizens’ Assembly 
recommendations this summer. In Spring 2022 
they will debate the Carbon Neutral Roadmap 
and decide whether or not to adopt it.

 

Thanks 
If you want to know more 
about Citizens’ Assembly on 
Climate Change, go to:

www.climateconversation.je
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